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For years, Holy Family Catholic Church served the greater 
Kansas City area through the Catholic Worker House. When 
this establishment closed its doors in 2016, it left a void not 

only in the ministry work completed by Holy Family, but also in 
those who love to serve our community and look to the church for 
a way to do so. 
�e Service Outreach Committee, who facilitate various service 
projects throughout the year, searched for a little over a year to 
�nd a suitable place to serve meals in the Catholic Worker House�s 
absence, but struggled with what would be a good �t for our parish. 
�en parishioner Jaymie Deo came back from visiting family with 
an inspiring idea.
Jaymie has been a member at Holy Family for 11 years and a 
member of the Service Outreach Committee for six years. He 
had recently gone to visit a sick grandchild in Denver, Co. While 
visiting, he and his family stayed at the Ronald McDonald House, 
which allowed them to be able to be bedside in the hospital at a 
moment�s notice. His family did not have to worry about food, 
lodging or any of the bills that go along with the two. �ey could 
concentrate solely on the wellbeing of their beloved sick child.  �is 
is when Jaymie had an �aha� moment: We, as a parish, could provide 
the same comforting service in our community.
After touring several of the Ronald McDonald facilities around 
Children�s Mercy Hospital, the Service Outreach Committee 
decided the Longfellow House was the best �t 
for Holy Family�s ministry work. �e Longfellow 
House, one of three Ronald McDonald houses in 
the Kansas City area, has 41 rooms available for 
families, including 12 immunosuppressed suites. In 
addition to the lodging, families are able to either 

store and cook their own food in the facility�s pantries and gourmet 
kitchen, or eat from one of the meals served at any of the facilities. 
�ey rely upon the generosity and �nancial support of individuals 
and organizations in the Kansas City area. 
For Jaymie�s family, the Ronald McDonald House had been a 
Godsend. His daughter has had to utilize their services on four 
di�erent occasions, one hospital stay extending to about a year. A 
cooked meal and smiling faces made a world of di�erence for them. 
While there, Jaymie was in and out, not making many connections. 
However, he still felt immense comfort knowing there is a place 
to go other than the hospital. �is experience has allowed him to 
connect with those families staying at the Longfellow House; he 
understands their su�ering. Jaymie has been there. He can provide 
that friendliness he craved while tending to sick family. 
Some people want to eat and head straight back to their child. 
Others need a mental break from the duress and want nothing 
more than to share their story or chat about light-hearted issues. 
Either way, Jamie feels Holy Family parishioners can provide what 
they need. 
�One mom had three other kids besides the one in the hospital. She 
needed help with the meals and with the kids,� said Jaymie. �Some 
people just want another person to sit with them and visit.� �is 
ministry provides an enjoyable opportunity to get to know those 

you are serving. 
Baiju John, Holy Family parishioner who serves 
regularly on various ministries, admits this service 
is not a direct replacement from the work we did at 
Catholic Worker House. �e Catholic Worker house 
was mainly servicing adults and saw a high volume 

Dee  Baker, Richard Murphy and Jaymie Deo help to prepare dinner 
for families at Ronald McDonald Longfellow House

“We are meeting 
humans with Christ on 

the road, showing Christ 
in others.”


